
Daviess County High School 
School Based Decision Making Council Minutes 

May 14, 2012 

 
The Daviess County High School SBDM Council held a meeting on Monday, May 14, 2012, at 3:30 p.m. in the DCHS Media 
Center.  Present were: Matt Mason, Rob Southard, David Moore, Ann Koshy, Steve Easley, and Jason Smith. 

Mr. Mason called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m.   The meeting opened with a moment of invocation and reflection. 

Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Mason presented the agenda for review.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by David Moore and seconded 
by Rob Southard. 
 

Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Mason presented the minutes from the April 23rd meeting.  A motion to accept the minutes was made by Jason Smith 

and seconded by David Moore. 

 

Financial Report 

Mr. Mason presented the Financial Report to the Council. 

Writer’s Club Proposal (2nd Reading) 

Joel Mattingly (Student) and Shawna Hagan (Teacher/Club Sponsor) distributed written guidelines for the proposed club. 

After reviewing the information, a motion to accept the proposal was made by Rob Southard and seconded by Steve 

Easley.  The vote to pass was unanimous. 

 

School Climate Committee Update 

Gary Bartlett, a member of the DCHS Climate Committee, shared updates with council members: 

 The Committee met in the fall to discuss ways to improve school morale among DCHS faculty and staff. 

 Team Concept was implemented by the Committee. 

 The Committee has met with Mr. Blue to discuss proposed changes to the 2012-2013 Student Agenda Handbook. 

 

Flex Friday Committee Update 

Jana Bryant, Chairperson for the DCHS Flex Friday Committee, shared updates with council members: 

 Outline of Flex Friday information was shared with Council members. 

 Tentative early release dates are still being discussed – proposing 4 early release days each trimester. 

 Flex Friday concept was created to increase ACT and Pass rates (specifically targeting Reading and Mathematics). 

 Benchmarks will be used as college readiness indicators (scale reflected in outline provided at meeting). 

 A table reflecting current KDE graduation requirements was also noted in the outline provided. 

 Committee plans to continue the same type of interventions as used during the 2011-2012 school year. 

 A council member suggested parents would like to have access to view benchmarks/improvements through the 

parent portal. 

 

Professional Learning Communities “PLC” Committee Update 

Brittany Johnson, Chairperson for the Committee, shared updates with council members: 

 Copy of Minutes from the April 29, 2012 meeting was shared with the council members. 

 Information was given to Jennifer Higdon to determine most beneficial agenda for May 23rd PLC Day. 

 Committee’s goal was to ease burden on teachers. 

 



School Pride Exterior Committee Update 

Mr. Mason shared updates of the committee on behalf of Chad Askins (Committee Chairperson): 

 Classes took on task of enhancing DCHS grounds by mulching, creating a panther paw made from bricks in the 

front of the school, and planting flowers and plants around the building. 

 Committee was unable to host a Beautification Day this year, but have two planned for the 2012-2013 school 

year. 

 

Literacy Committee Update 

Angie Gunter, Chairperson for the Committee, shared updates with council members: 

 A KDE Program Review Guide and Program Review Summary were issued to council members. 

 Literacy Committee needs a representative from each department within the school (need a Science Dept Rep). 

 All teachers do GATES Plan. 

 The new Writer’s Club will help meet “Demonstrators”. 

 Taylor County currently has a website of indicators and evidence that demonstrates they are meeting 

requirements.  Dr. Gunter plans to create a website for DCHS that provides the same information. 

 

DCHS Student Agenda Handbook (2nd Reading) 

Lance Blue and Mr. Mason addressed additional changes for the 2012-2013 student agenda handbook: 

 Orderly Environment (page 29) and Prohibited Items (page 39) – Wording will remain as is, but will include, 

“(excluding devices approved as part of the BYOD program).” 

 Cell Phone Policy:  Central Office is still holding discussions regarding implementation of the B.Y.O.D for seniors.  

Those changes may affect the proposed cell phone policy which was discussed during the April SBDM meeting.   

Because BYOD has not been passed by the Board yet, the DCHS Cell Phone Policy will need to be tabled until the 

Board makes a decision. 

 DCHS Parking:  Several parents were present to voice concerns regarding the proposed parking lot change.  After 

concerns were expressed by parents, teachers, and administrators, the Council decided to table the discussion to 

enable the School Climate Committee to meet again and address possible modifications. 

 Backpacks/Book bags:  The proposed change allows clear and mesh book bags to be carried to class, but the 

wording must include, “at teacher discretion depending on class size”.  Change will be noted in agenda. 

 

The Council voted to table the Cell Phone Policy until after the next Board Meeting and the Parking Lot Proposal until 

after the School Climate Committee meets again.   Ann Koshy made a motion to table the discussion, and was 

seconded by Steve Easley; the Council vote was unanimous. 

 

A motion was made by Jason Smith and seconded by David Moore, to pass all suggested changes with the exceptions 

of the Cell Phone and Parking Lot proposals.  The council vote was unanimous. 

 

Staffing Updates 

Mr. Mason announced that Pam Cook (Psychology teachers) is retiring, and Tonya Dean (Special Service Teacher) is 

moving to Apollo High School. 

 

Good News Report 
Mr. Mason addressed the council with the following information: 

 Courtney Hamilton received the Presidential Scholarship to WKU. 

 Class of 2012 scholarship awards totaled over 6 million dollars. 

 EOC/AP/On-Demand testing is going on.  Some students are over-tested, but it is going very well. 

 Kendall Moore was named Regional champion for girls’ tennis – DCHS is going to State! 

 DCHS Boys’ track team is headed to State tournaments. 



Good News Report (cont) 

 Lauren Girten softball tournament was held at DCHS on May 11th and 12th and raised over $10,000 for cancer 

awareness.  John Biggs and Carrie Kimbrell orchestrated the event. 

 DCHS Academic team attended the National History Bowl and Bee.  

 Emily Bickel was named DCHS Honor Graduate for the Class of 2012. 

 

Student Communication 

 May Day 5K is scheduled for May 19th – all money raised will go to the Helwig family. 

 Morgan Carrico was introduced as the SBDM student representative for the 2012-2013 school year. 

 DCHS parking changes are still a concern among many students. 

 
Public Comment 

 Parking lot issues remain a concern for many parents and students. 

 Parents and students are excited about the new Volleyball Coach (Kristina Wimsatt). 
 
 
Parent Communication 
Rob Southard said OMHS is conducting their funding allocations.  DCPS is aware of the opportunity and has submitted 

necessary proposals.  Mr. Southard said the market is more competitive and recipients of funding must be tied to the 

community health field.  The discussion by the SBDM Council originated from concerns for DCHS facilities and the lack of 

funding available to assist in repairs and upgrades. 

 

Staff Communication 

No staff communications were addressed at the meeting. 

 

SBDM Recognitions 

Mr. Mason recognized SBDM members, whose terms are ending, for their time and dedication to the DCHS SBDM 

Council:  Steve Easley (teacher representative), David Moore (parent representative), and Emily Bickel (student 

representative). 

 

Next Meeting 

The next regular SBDM meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 25, at 3:30 p.m. in the DCHS Conference Room (173). 

 

Adjourn: 

Motion to adjourn at 5:45pm was made by David Moore and seconded by Jason Smith. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Hudson, Recording Secretary 


